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Seeking Perfection

% 1. J. Singh

e humans like to rate and classify everything
endlessly even our sins and virtues. I don’t know
much about the religions of others, or even my own. But
the Roman Catholic Church, for example, seems to sort
human failings and sins to the nth degree. Fortunately,
Sikhi spares us such extreme accounting, although it
often reminds us of our far from perfect nature and ways.
On my mind, today, is not our lapses; they are too
numerous to track, but their inseparable connection to
human virtues, whatever their number or divine origin,
if any.

In our icons — whether, they be celebrities like Tiger
Woods, Madonna or politicians like Joseph Stalin,
Richard Nixon, or Indira Gandhi, even the Gandhi who
went by the euphemistic title of Mahatma, or visionaries
like Martin Luther King—what we admire most is their
sense of ideals and idealism that comes to us almost as
perfection. And then, often we are left flabbergasted,
disappointed, and betrayed. Larger than life figures such
as Jefferson, FDR, Jack Kennedy, many that I listed above
with countless others—much admired, even deified or
reviled by many—when we turn to their shortcomings, it
turns out that all of them had feet of clay.

Matters don’t seem much different in the realm
of religion. One doesn’t have to go as far back as the
Borgias and Medicis to find Popes or preachers who
were far from pious. In every religion, one can find a
conga line of pastors, priests, and dubious god-men in
the moral cesspool of humanity. For an au courant take,
explore the sexual scandals within the Roman Catholic
clergy that have been making news across the world
for the past couple of decades; they have the Christian
world in turmoil and show little sign of ebbing.

Rather than condemning any one religion or its
system, they highlight the universality of human failing
in every faith system, including Sikhi. As humans,
in rare moments of honesty we see some of our own
imperfections. And then we anoint our icons and idols
with attributes that absolve them free of such flaws. Yet,
before long, sure as death and taxes, the icons fall short
of our hopes and expectations.

Recently, a few of us Sikhs were ruing the lamentable
state of Sikh affairs particularly the static after Professor
Darshan Singh was summoned to the Akal Takht for
alleged infractions and summarily ostracized. He had
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been around the Sikh scene for umpteen years and was
well respected for his parsing of Gurbani. But the debate
over his fall from grace with Sikh religious authority
took a vicious turn well beyond his alleged missteps. He
was excoriated even in unrelated matters and partisans
from both sides became relentlessly ruthless on him.

And then discussions went beyond Darshan Singh
to others who had been historic icons in Sikhism not so
long ago and then had fallen from grace.

We usually spare the Gurus but not the Sikhs, of
course, this distinction is critical.

Bhai Kahn Singh (Nabha) was reviled a century ago
for working too closely with the British and the petty
rulers in Punjab; such were the arguments mustered to
diminish his seminal work on Sikhism, which stands
in a class by itself. Bhai Randhir Singh was damned
for being egotistical. Professor Gurmukh Singh was
excommunicated a century ago to be later forgiven and
reinstated posthumously, while Professor Piar Singh
was chastised less than thirty years ago. Bhai Vir Singh
was deservedly admired but drew opprobrium for his
passionate defense of the entire Dasam Granth, as also
his rejection of an equal place for women as punj pyaray.

It can be (Baba) Nand Singh, who was promoted as
all perfection by a formidable lobby (Nanaksar), or (Sant)
Sujan Singh, a much renowned Keertaniya dedicated to
Sikhi -- of enviable musical talent and a melodious voice
but, by some accounts, an even keener nose for money.

Some have branded Yogi Harbhajan Singh as a
charlatan, somewhat akin to the legendary monk
Rasputin of Russian history. But like every coin having
two sides, there is always “the other hand.” We need to
recognize up front Yogi Bhajan’s influence for good in
an uncertain world. His persona and teaching apparently
redirected many lost souls towards the Sikh way of life
and a purposeful existence.

We all understand the difficulty in influencing even
one person to change his ways and here was one man
who launched a life-altering movement that has outlasted
his mortal coil here on earth. Perfect he was likely not,
except to his acolytes, but some of his followers today
are clearly better Sikhs than many, including himself
perhaps. This remarkable achievement deserves
acknowledgement.

On the other hand, usually a smirk counters any
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nitpicking of such iconic Sikhs: Do the critics view
themselves as better Sikhs than the people they are
picking on?

My diatribe here absolutely does not mean that |
value any of them any less; I continue to learn from their
works. But here and there I also strongly disagree with
them. Then the questioning of such icons is often framed
as blasphemy and that becomes the false lesson here.

In the larger context about religions of mankind, the
icons and their acolytes would sooner wish or guarantee
a hell for their hapless critics than allow any analytic
exchange. On the other hand, the detractors of these
heroes remain blind to even an iota of good in them at all.

My thoughts are similar when I think of the legendary
scholar Kapur Singh (he really was an original mind) or
the historian-cum-popular writer Khushwant Singh.

What we miss in all this cultural myopia is that,
perfect or not, an untold number of men and women
now walk the path of Sikhi because of such people as I
have listed—iconic and/or deficient. Our all-embracing
approval or total rejection of them becomes akin to
throwing out the baby with the bath water.

All of them had feet of clay; that is the human
condition. But we either erect impermeable walls
around our icons and any chink is then seen as an attack
which must be repelled even at the cost of life, limb, and
truth, or we diminish the icon to smithereens because
he/she was found wanting. Anyone so branded is then
an enemy that must be destroyed; so first they must be
vilified and dehumanized. And the process never stops.

So far, I have said nothing that we don’t know. I
am going to juxtapose these ideas with some fatally
fearsome practices that drive us towards iconoclasty or
iconolatry and hinder our musings about perfection.

Readers know that I regularly write columns. Would
every reader agree with me? I hope not and certainly
expect not. Learning demands that we listen to those
with whom we disagree, and search for common
ground. That’s how progress takes shape.

But what would you think when readers get so
incensed at some words that they want the author
expelled and banished from a specific journal and a
particular issue of it destroyed. Sounds like burning
books, doesn’t it? Should we quit working together?
Critics should judge the work, not the person. Issues
must remain open to ongoing civil exchange. That
really is the only way to resolve them.

Don’t you wish someone could convince Donald
Trump of that one idea?

On the other hand, when such destructive processes
take root—and they do occasionally—I do not know
whether to be baffled or flattered that my critics find
me so influential that I must be thrown out of the Sikh
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world as they sometimes propose.

But I can’t really blame people either. They are
looking for perfection and it does not exist in our human
world. It is a goal, an ideal and that’s how it will ever
remain.

Keep in mind that ideals are like stars to a sailor.
They can lead us home but we can never hold them in
our sweaty little palms.

I look at Sikhi as a path in which the journey is the
destination. Remember that any journey is laden with
twists and turns—a non-linear trek. And this journey
ends only when life ends. To me one of the primeval
cardinal human virtues lies in words from the daily Sikh
prayer (ardaas): “jinha ne dekh kay anditth keta.” They
remind us not to dwell on the shortcoming of others. I
point to a similar strain in Christian practice when in the
Lord’s Prayer they ask: “Forgive us our trespasses as
we forgive those who trespass against us.”

A little charity is the idea here because we all need it.
Guru Nanak reminds us repeatedly that we are imperfect
and in need of forgiveness, compassion, and a reset; it
makes possible the continuation of life and human social
structure and institutions. That’s the essence of “Na hum
changay buraa nahi koye,” (Guru Granth, p. 728). This
idea is even more powerfully and succinctly highlighted
as: “We talk a good game; Our minds are black as sin,
but to others we appear unblemished and pure,” (Guru
Granth p. 85: “Galee(n) asee changiya(n) achaari
buriya(n);, Manuh kasudha kaleeya baahar chitviyah™).

Is anyone perfect? Am I perfect? Decidedly not!
Would I want to be? Probably not; it may be hard to live
with the demanding reality. It might also be dull, and
unchallenging; hard on friends, colleagues, and family.
Is it even possible? What does it mean to be perfect
anyway? Oscar Wilde reminds us that every saint has a
past and every sinner has a future. The path, therefore,
is the critical reality and the journey is the destination.

But in our social constraints, somehow, we have
painted life’s roadmap for people as a binary choice: as
godly virtuous, or satanically evil, as black or white; we
forget that a productive, well lived human life has many
hues; it has a lot more gray in it than black or white. It is
not either pitch darkness or sunshine at noon.

Looking for perfection in people is a risky pastime.
That’s why the adage that “perfect is the enemy of the
good.” I am reminded of an American witticism that
I learned in my early years here: “No one is perfect
except you and I and, about you, I am not so sure.”

The longer I live — with each passing day — the more
1 see that to err is human and some are perhaps more
human than others. Remember that we all have feet of
clay. Remember being human is the greatest virtue.

Courtesy: Sikhi: The Journey & The Destination

YTHHT AHTET, &1 oot 22-28 MU 2021



H. dIddddo fﬂw Sc\’)d 'dl YH3A
‘HasA® BuUd gdo

o<l T, 16 »US 2021 : BHES
gt 9 fRw AfIS Ao <&
YRS 9997 © Hdle=ed YaraH
3fos for o9 sTHeT Bud J999s
fAw %9 & yAss HA®H © Bud
Shii MRS 3T famr|
UASK '3 QU ae®mdd 3 ®ud
H. 9%0< ﬁqur ASISTHT M3 YTHT
T, B a3 videa w3 Ry
HY & nuE feg9 A8 diS 1 ¥/
9 &, YoleIHST vig fodh ©
nfARc'e JSAT 37. HolH IH'T &
]OETTET HO&%6 oI3T|
JIdTH T M98 FIfontt fEdt gateafhdl
‘é’ Urrt fegmar @ AvEen Hdt 37, 3= fRu
?} T8 nifent fdfontt Jamg, Jarst
3 UAdn3 &% A9U3 YASA dIIdr ©
fEF JIraH 79 ASf3nt & Auy g fmor
YIGdH T AI®E JIfentt 3. HatH aHS &

foaar fam feg ®ux & <3-2¢ A3
39t T ¥yt 3% AHS® fearg
Jufent ot & fAgas3Has
T % &% Aes fa9 © Y3y
yfggnit g9 BHT 3 31T I3
A=t I Bt nigAg feg aiE
md T Usdl BET ¥d3 YHIR
I o5 J © 3% 5% I
gt & g5 1 fegst feg A
BUat Fuat © AN T WETIE-8T
JE € &% &% fAgds saf3nft
o & TaE3 der 91 fem w
5% BIst UASH © AdedA ©f
fISIg HE® &% It garet a&-uféar @r
3 ga=t yu A 1371 w3 fHw Hg & fem
& st 3 o 3 feg goret T faaee
s © gH g9 fedt fex mmm fHare
fgar R feg y=ds, A, dmfe wife A3
33 7S aud wrr@—e IS | @W MEHT ASS-
Ao8e o ududr g feft fro yrsa fex

YA HABH »i3 fer Gug 9o @& xf3nf

dg' &% IIAH ATIS-ASETg § AgE &F

5% AU AE-UgTE J9et | §at migH JE
JgoT Ae® ECTLI'%(WIT 'S IEd X I o3

e Hoa® W36 J1 »idlg 'g 37. 3% fAY
& YA HABH © BUg HA®H © nitw g

U<dao &7 JU grgel J | II9UTS YH3dA feH

&t A I

Jet 3T& w3 UASS 'd ¥Ud % T
3 o A niew 'Y Jdf 3@ 2 faad

UASA 3 999" AI1enft goe< THW ASAaTHT
& &R & &€& vifadt »Iegayd 3 Ji5ig I8

IIfentt YargH T HTHS IA(301T 3 ANt
o 3fofes dae oi3T) « %

gwoe fiw Agaa™HT, w3 fiw Hg, 9995 fiw g%9, 37. HaTH JHa »3 37, 398 fAw
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e%‘a'é“a%

qoo Frr

28 MU®, 1921

foqus

() “fqus fex ARfG3 ®ew J. fAmet
fesust ant feg “fqur + o + 37 wrfe fest
J1 fere »igg 39, ¥ng 3 T& 96 TH
29 fe3 I |

(2) fiut T HAgg 3 ufgst €T »ed 3 7R3
Hoge AT

(3) HE™® #dT feg o wBTr AT 3 gslTst
T A g% JT % A%ed © SIS Bt <
TIf3ndT AT A

(8) fiu Jgt <o ferst ma® @ u3T ufe
g% J|

(U) TAH" USHJ H & st 99T 3 Y
fe3dHa dat feg &g uT 3I®e9 © »iog' <o
I famr I ‘go &L fqurst gIar s
ERl

(€) TAF UTSHTT # © mUST HAZ &™H H&T
3 fe3a U3t 799 THT J ot Hag o fagg
g939 & # AAZ & A 8T fqus J, (=g +
nife-FArg T 139) fer3’ viewr & Faer J fx
foqums fom yarrg <t IAT |

(o) iy gt feg ferst duet & o adt
J1 U3 QU9 feu g9 &7 3 Uz Baer I fx feg
et T O I9€ W' &<t "ot J &JF I =S =F
95 fqus 799 T2 I%TE FAZ J |

(v) fiut &7 2938 fqurs & w3 Agst 4,
fm 3=t 19 3<ar U faet v BB T A S
fiedlt IMd A=t J, U3 fqurs fast fitg <F fifedft
JHg &t Al faQTa a9 Afag & ferd Ay
U9HS 3 K9 fut ©F 3fa3 »i3 g9 A
YIS WTHY 3 I3J YHE < fEREl 32 s g
ifidt T 93 I yarg © ue feg” I9H des »et
feRet 3¢ Agdt It I wiy3s iy a3t g Aaer
I & I g8 e I 7% 3% 3 fquts a3 &
I2 | 37 fes feog AT =79 YAe Ho9H ©F 32
3T A WFETHT AU & fqu's 32 o3 ot yme,
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YAe &I g8, »iyes Ifder I 3 “ag e
TJ7 ¥ IAST FTES FIAMS YA &dt Jer, IIH
3 yeHr % fen ©F 32 fiy & fogrm g9<t J1

() a8 A39 gan it 22t fqus &%
foggg 3T I ¢ A »igd Udg feg »e 3T
83t yim © FAZ & & T T8 3 JAH AT
aﬂs’T fity g or9e Fowg odt fw, g® fHY
ufg® mdte § 9 A H?HH"’)—[ﬁ?M%E’dT@H
¥ AIEN UT I A, 7 ofg 98 H 88f T I®
IS & o637 I 3 A9 iy 7w Is, Ay ©
efderHo('dErHumﬂﬁ@Um-rs(mﬂ—dE’UHU
IECIGUGER=N fﬁuuwaafe—u')ﬂfaaﬁwmr
ygd &dt o J9dit, fer a9d & vl 3 fassdt,
foudt, fow 22t dH a2 a66 3 JIH J9d gt
fagust 3 I fagead J96 &dit, Y3 »itH3 sde
3B I foH 37 I2 AT ISt fquTst 3 w1
HIWT &t gdhort| g2 Mt /e ug Jet A9
A AT ggR < fldf St AT 3 WA 3 ©F 3
I AT T IASI © 9% AJAT & Iie UTHBHT
e °f 896 U9 fqus I3t ©F u® o9 3T, fan
ST IH HAI I J |

() =T fqus & Hras £ I & AT
S eJur fedl it &% 293t 7 €0 &7 g 9=
&t y® T AIAT & fagur 1St I gE 99 fomrss
T iy fmrfont &% feog a9 &< fqus @
HaeH nife T3 I A= fost ug Uizt @
WAI UEhtt g5 feg fqums € u% 22 Just
8Rdt Hs g 9849 © W J, 3 ° JoF 99
fegrg ToUH T 3T IH T Tfonit o5 fegg I9d
WH HA3J & U9HA J, UIrud a8 ot
JI%3 TIHT I=, AHT @7 9o J & fugs 72 g9r
feg fqus & aws fea yat gear Ifenr 3,
U3t &1 |&d€?0|o<%(w?§waf8wnUﬂT?ﬂ°r
7 fere oond @93 T T < ¥ I uS
ST WET UIHUT UAd &% SRS ©f A% OF
Jt, fugr fudt 9w ugq feg o<d TueeT J|
AJST UTTd 3 290 fodt 3 oH &2, IH UIAUd
feg™d Jdd A& Ja SAGT dd IJT B2, B3I
I BB 1S FIS & OF U |
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H&

TSI Ho all fafs #ar fhafa
AHfen 7 wifog gedfs aAde
AeF Bfg & I8 wfe wie Aae
UgETT Il HY HYE Ug'ed Bl s Aeg
ffs €a ggsT It Il o e 3T RY
ure fyg e fug ot fafs andt fafy
& Aet fonr 3 93 =y fafs 797
giUE3fen a3 R Afag uae g all

T wifenr 3 €fs vse wm U0
I Hreen fifg fafg me3 fefr
Y 7Y ydfy Serderil vy 7Y €T
Far i 7 fegd v 31 79 S0
JIE JIIT THt A9 & IV wrfy
fsaay 4t gt afg gay 3= |
g afe aafem I famlt gx o1fe
feag il

7 W9ar U & Yl 9¥F vy
TGS ST 7S B ISTEMT T 376
ygaaeTll 3Hs 99 T ST uet T
g Hiard || 91 Rorg fhfg va €3
o &R wa 91 fog § 99 WHfs
st g3 fifg g1 fag A @
& &gt AT g S 113

T defa Iefa H Ao fHis 3=
T AT 92 Wifewr Yot dumr
I T Gur I AR S UL AUS3d
AFg 1| @ rvitarg 390 38 Ffo et
IS MU HIfaT UeEaTaT mid
JIH Ul BfH 93 Tfd ya Iv
IS A I I8 118 I
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(g g wfgg ¥or-uca, Aesr Hf 39 dF AfdE, wa-3usy)

[T SSIH HIST A, MBIII-9] wag

fin & w3 & g9a (vur fem fem) mufent Sfemr I, §H Hsa
& ged3 € I3 UEe |l (BH) HY & ©d & e (=weie), fuge
fgge feg (GW) mee (QU) § vee| far & feg g &t J (BW)
HY HEE § UE'S, (3 BH §) €9 &7 A | (H Hiad) &H fmirear
3Ty uRaT, e 3 fast (Hedr wen ©) 83 ddt 9fg et Ji
fr & (feg 3o 9t I (fem © A) yarg & 8t weer J, et
g w3 g YA I A S "I 99d, (Ha guit) 7
fegfen I GH (& e HEd J9d udeE JJlIal

J g (8% ° 9e) wifenr § (BH 3 BE) €6 du I, (faGfa fea)
HATg wi feod (70) J1 999 @ 9 83 ¥ Wy (87 ©) yaed (daHi)
ot <199 wighd HY & fafmr Sfenm 31 (9F) For (@on fUg) disr Ht
(6F ww o GW ) S (f) Ha fozm D B0 i € o I (0=
gdter J fa Hie) 7 7 J9H J939 da= (8 7 99, I3 GH 3) e+t
g & TSI MY (Ied3 feg erer Ifnr 29) feadu (S I, fiRd)
g feg gt 98t J, (M3 »y ) gar I3d 838 TF JI W Hie §
G feg efiml) »m (376 JI J1) IS (FAs dae JF) Afdfentt 13 »r
At 9, (fie) €3 3= © feaat feg (It 29 wier )=l

™ HIaT feg (Jet) grsT adt fomer, (88) sz J, WJ I33T 1 o
(68) uat (fhse) J, a7 8 ISEm, & 37 3T © s () Ia|
(T, GF Jeh) med &t J9eT, & INE, &7 ST U, & qUS, &7 THarg
(€ AHs fiser 9)1 (68) 915 feg o mr e 3 3 M) g 3
Y3 WG JaeT JeT J, (I feus oet) wa g9 ot (Jet) st fiomer,
(3T o) fig €3 it &t Uz 2ud Ug3der J, (U3 M »ie Is I
Ug3e ¥ ot @19, falfa) g ¥ €in (ot ¥ €W) €91 o e (A)
Hor <o feg 3 fa /o © fast (e @) g aet ot (@) 13|

J g Tl (Ae®) d¢ §g Al I8 ° (I=fg=) aH guae (3 A3
o8) H&d (Y ©) I’ § AISY Ia, (I Idt UH J9€ I8)| (g
8m) decodt v d& (feq) dexr J, (Ie WHES J, 7) Hienr feg
Saft It 9 3t J1 FEg wuS few I, (3= fHitmr J), fer € (Hwa)
dfentt feg 7 97 I (6T vo ) H® & e adt1 iR giae IaH
feg () 3o g J (32 iR 3o feg midas & Saft ugt JI
(e <t 9w feg I fa yg) »m ot (fief &) H9 A3 BT TH I 3
iy dt (H9) doH aHEE @ J1 J a&d! UJ 9d & ©J AT BT

T BT (7 87 3) a few it A3 Fe 88
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gt die Hw Al Aes, o<t o o yamd 3 sud 37 Hidee w3 iz Highn, 1331 99 HoRam, o= div, ot figl-55 3 suerfenn

Aues: 3. Hideg il

[Buat 2 forit oot o5 Auea = Afonz d& Agdt adt]

fRamyg g &t iyt 979 78 3° <5 yTIrd]

fHamug "9 iyt g9 &3 993 <& yoamsr &=t
et J1 “Sikhs in Singapore - A Story Untold” &' =t
fem yoarat "9 450 3 BUT SISt AHS I |
fereT Buwes 26 HIg & 13T famT 3 &0 30 ASET
3X I WH-UH © JuE S »dt Jodt | s
Jdten Feg "o &4t fem ye=amsr u ity feam,
fia Afgwmeg 3 fHayg "9 iy AfESt § Bwse
JU T TIATenr famr I fer yeImdt g St
450 3 U IHIFINAT & AESS frtet FYS w99 fart
m%aﬂzaéawwgérmsﬂ?%wr%
gt fog uamr ufged wi¥ qust ufges 36 A
IH-AHTT T 3T WAES J |

192t AET © »idlg g fAamug "9 Ryt < nitHe
A »rBE & ufos fiy & fify ufesr gast © gu
'g fEg me A gt 208 AT '8 auzT, ure-Uts
it S, fedaefoam, 37 3 J9 8397 "9 HA'9
Redt afmt & fersg o3t Qu-<y Snfardt 'g
7T YyIr' © U9 €8 94 aT 3T Guat »myE ufgergt
& < 57 g foor 3 feg Svardt g wigst <t
< grafterst d &ar ot | fegt Y 9% =T yaies
fresfiees gu g yeImat g Ifenm J|

fer <5t u—eaﬂﬁ T Brwes Ha =fgrs W34
HIHG HSHAGIGH & niug ufg® 3 faards i3
FHT T f&aT & H&g 'g it feg yeamst iyt
¥ fef3om, fea-ga Y=t AT € 36 € &% &%
8ot & g3<r I & gea & frasT IO 5

JUHS aaé“r J1 fAamug 9 fHuT g »at ferm
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INSINGAPORE
A STORY UNTOLD

yTdral © 35 I/ Jo1 ufgw fgmr 8ot <
fﬂ"dmrq' T mie &% AEfa3 I, g IR "9 8Tt
ot fAauT ’g AUt o3 2a3% IR g Bust
E°r gt AfESt, ug® i3 TF Y3t UT toes

& Jus g9e J1 fem yeInast T fEE T fex
e ecqed nifed G Tt ¢ g9 © &a0 ©
3fa3 50 3 BUg iy SATwr i ZEit IASIT
3 HHS I5 | AESX fesHAY BUats a9 adu®
Vi3 Hfusr T I AASS IIt 30 =3t feme
‘gtfear iy’ far feo fAorug "9 iy feam ©
35 QU—IT3 T 3%, USuTT mi3 ferer—<t fer
YTIdHa! T fJAT 9T I5 |

iy fegrr, iy Afgog © a® fHamug 9
UH aget Quda3 yTaHat—Sikhs in Singapore -
A Story Untold—9J TUJ #=6 BT RUIR I~
indianheritage.gov.sg. < %
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